
Dutch Barn Tour 
Saturday, June 21, 2008, 10 AM 

                             Co-sponsored by the HVVA; coordinated & hosted by Bob Hedges. 
 
                                              Text & Photos by Ned Pratt, DBPS Albany, NY 
 
Meet at the Quitman Resource Center on Route 9 at 10 AM [7015 Route 9 in Rhinebeck.] 
 

Directions: from the east end of the Kingston Rhinecliff Bridge, go east on 199 to the second light; 

turn right on to 9G to the first light; turn left on Route 9 less than a mile; QRC is on the left. 

 

 

 
We had a great day for it-sunny and clear all day, t-shirt weather; we had perhaps 20-25 people. I rode 

down with David H, back with Keith C. Among those attending were Alan Scheffer, who talked a lot 

about history during the tour, esp. about the Palatines and the people involved in the Palatine 

Farmstead [shown talking above]; the Stevens, Peter Sinclair, Roberta Jeracka, Alice Adams, Barry 

Benape, Sam, who has a B&B in a Dutch house where a Dutch Barn stood until recently-burned a few 

years ago, George Van Sickle, several more. Ned, David Hodgdon, Keith Crameré 

 

The Quitman Resource Center is in an old house, perhaps a bit Dutch, from the late 1700ôs, I think. 

It houses the Rhinebeck Historical Society, the Winnakee Land trust, and several other non-profits, we 

didnôt go inside, but I took some pictures.  



 
 

Our first site was the Palatine Farmstead, about ¼ mile towards Rhinebeck on Route 9 and across 

from the Quitman Center. At the site are an old house, a barn, and the remains of an outhouse. The 

Farmstead is owned by the Quitman Resource Center. The house is very close to the road, on the east 

side of Route 9, in what was the first area of settlement of Rhinebeck- here and stretching another ¼ of 

a mile south, perhaps. Thereôs a website with pictures of restorations at 

http://www.quitmanpreservation.org/palatine.htm 

 



Alan Scheffer is very involved in this restoration project, and he talked a lot about the house, while 

Bob Hedges talked about the barn. We began at the barn. The barn doesnôt look like much, and is so 

small you wouldnôt think to look twice at it. It is, however, the core of an early- 1770- Dutch Barn. It is 

a three bay barn, with a center span of about 18 feet; there are no side aisles surviving, and the anchor 

beam posts have been cut off just above the anchor beams. You can see the braces are at about a 45 

degree angle going into the purlin, about 4 feet from the posts, but there are no mortises in the posts 

below the anchor beam; therefore, we assume the posts originally carried on above the anchor beam at 

least 4 feet, where the braces would have been tenoned into the post.   

 

We entered from the west, coming from the road past the house perhaps 50 yards to the barn. On the 

second Anchor beam is carved the initials MD, and below that a stylized carving of an anchor 

beam, and in it, the date 1770. The workmanship of the barn is very fine; Bob Hedges said it was one 

of the most finely crafted barns he had seen. 

 

The barn is located on the edge of a hillside, the hill going up to the south of the side of the barn; 

thereôs a stone wall 6 or 8 feet into the hill, so perhaps there was a side aisle on that side- or the barn 

was moved here.  

 

The Barn was repaired in part at an HVVA Workshop funded in part by a grant from the DBPS. Peter 

wrote an article on it in the May 2005 HVVA Newsletter, copied here:  

 

ñFrom the Editor... The week-long barn repair workshop at the Palatine Farmstead in Rhinebeck was a great success 

blessed by the best weather. The building was leveled and secured to new 7x9-inch white oak sill plates. A dedicated and 

hard working crew of instructors and participants cut the traditional scarf joint, lap dovetails and mortises in the north sill 

using hand tools and some modern shortcuts, rebuilt part of the dry-wall stone foundation on the north side, numbered and 

removed the 2-inch oak floor boards, dug out the accumulation of dirt bellow the floor exposing the internal sills and  

ñThe project was funded by gifts of $1,000 each from HVVA 

and the Dutch Barn Preservation Society, fees and 

contributions added $1,436. Costs of $2,296 left $1,140 on 

hand to begin a two day workshop later in the month. 

Eric Schatzel of Hurley  

Seated at the shave -bench, using a draw knife,  

Eric sh apes a trunnel (wooden peg) riven from a  
block of locust wood. photo by Bob Hedges  

This beginning of the restoration process stabilized the timber 

frame but there are other things that need attention before the 

building is fully secure. We will be treating parts of the old 

frame with antifungal chemicals and we have ordered new 

12"x3/4" pine siding to enclose some of the barn. It is being 

cut on a Wood-Miser band; saw mill that will give it a 

vintage look of vertical saw marks as if the wood were cut: 

on an early sash mill. We will be planning another work 

session soon. (see Coming Events)  

Whether the barn was original to the site or moved here remains a question. Uncovering some of the stone foundation has 

helped support the notion of the barn being original to the site. A date and initials carved on the anchorbeam of a nearby 

Dutch barn suggests the "MD 1770" inscribed in the Palatine Farmstead barn may refer to the carpenter rather than the 

family. 




